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Lest the citizenry lose 
faith in the substance of 
the system and the 
procedures we use to 
administer it, we can ill 
afford to confront them 
with a government 
dominated by forms and 
mysterious rituals and 
then tell them they lose 
because they did not 
know how to play the 
game or should not have 
taken us at our word.
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Are unbundled legal 
services right for you?:What are unbundled legal 

services?
Unbundled legal services (sometimes 
called limited scope representation) 
is a way that an attorney can help 
you with part of your case. You may 
be able to handle the whole case 
yourself, except for a few technical 
areas (like pension rights) where the 
attorney can help you.

What are some examples?

Consult with an attorney to 
prepare or review your 
paperwork, but attend the hearing 
yourself
Represent yourself through the 
whole case, while periodically 
consulting with an attorney who 
can coach you on the law, 
procedures, and strategy
Do the preparation yourself and 
hire an attorney to just do the 
court appearances
Do your own investigation of the 
facts ("discovery") and ask the 
attorney to assist you in putting 
the information in format useful 
to the court

Unbundling vs. 
Representing Yourself

Unbundling can often be a better 
option than representing yourself. 
Having an attorney help you with 
parts of your case can save you a lot 
of time and energy. An attorney will 
be more objective and see things 
about your case that you cannot. An 
attorney can focus on legal issues 
and what the court can do for you, 
while not letting you be distracted by 
other issues. Finally, an attorney can 
identify potential problems early on, 
so you can avoid making a costly 
mistake.

Want more resources?

Unbundling vs. 
Traditional 

Representation
By only paying an attorney to do 
parts of your case you can't do 
yourself, you can save money on 
legal fees. You also keep greater 
control of your case. But, if your case 
has a lot of technical issues, is very 
time-sensitive, or a lot is at stake, 
unbundling may not be a good 
choice.

Please visit our website, 
arkansasjustice.org/unbundling, for 
more resources related to 
unbundling, including: 

Discuss your case with an 
attorney in depth, including areas 
you want to handle yourself
You and your attorney can agree 
on whether unbundling is right 
for you
Decide if you are willing to take 
on full responsibility for those 
parts of your case  

Frequently asked questions 
A directory of Arkansas-licensed 
attorneys who offer unbundled legal 
services
A guide for legal consumers


