
SAMPLE CUSTODY LANGUAGE  

FOR CASES INVOLVING DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
Judge Amy Dunn Moore 

 

TEMPORARY CUSTODY AND VISITATION 

1. The parties have a minor child, A.T. (dob XX/XX/2024). 

2. That the statutory presumption in favor of joint custody found in Ark. Code Ann. § 

9-13-101(a)(1)(A)(iv)(b) is rebutted in this case because the Defendant has not requested sole, 

primary, or joint custody of the minor child. In addition, the Court finds by a preponderance of the 

evidence that the Defendant has engaged in a pattern of domestic abuse against the Plaintiff and 

that the minor child has witnessed such abuse. However, the minor child has not been physically 

abused and Plaintiff gave no indication that she believes the minor child to be physically unsafe in 

Defendant’s care. 

3. In accordance with Ark. Code Ann. § 9-13-101(c)(1), the Court is required to 

consider the effect of such domestic violence upon the best interests of the child. The Court has 

serious concerns for the Plaintiff’s safety based on the severity of domestic violence that Defendant 

has committed against the Plaintiff. Therefore, the Court is granting making temporary orders 

regarding custody and visitation with the goal of allowing Defendant to exercise parenting time 

that is emotionally safe for the minor child and minimizes the likelihood that Defendant will 

engage in future acts of domestic abuse against the Plaintiff. 

4. The Defendant is ordered to enroll in and complete the Justice for All R.I.S.E. 

Domestic Violence Intervention Program (DVIP) through the Arkansas Dispute Resolution 

Center. A supplemental order regarding this program was entered February 24, 2026. Defendant’s 

ability to exercise visitation with the minor child at his home or for longer periods than those 

outlined in this Order is contingent on Defendant’s successful completion of the DVIP Program. 



5. The Plaintiff shall, on a temporary basis, have full physical and legal custody of the 

minor child, meaning that the Plaintiff shall have the minor child most of the time and shall have 

sole decisionmaking authority regarding the minor child. 

6. Defendant is awarded visitation every other weekend as follows: 

a. Location of Visitation. Pending further orders of the Court, all of Defendant’s 

visitation shall occur at the home of Defendant’s mother, subject to her willingness and 

availability to host Defendant and the minor child. 

b. Visitation When School or Daycare is in Session. Defendant shall be entitled to 

visitation every other weekend from Friday after school or daycare until drop-off on 

Monday mornings. Exchanges shall occur at school or daycare, meaning that on days 

when Defendant’s visitation begins, the Plaintiff will drop the child off at school or 

daycare at the beginning of the day and the Defendant will pick the child up when school 

or daycare finishes for the day. On days when Defendant’s visitation ends, Defendant will 

drop the child off at school or daycare at the beginning of the day and the Plaintiff will 

pick the child up when school or daycare finishes for the day. 

c. Visitation When School and Daycare Are Closed. If both school and daycare are 

closed, visitation will begin on Friday at 5:45 p.m. and end on Sunday at 5:30 p.m., with 

exchanges occurring at the home of either of the parties’ mothers. Such exchanges shall 

be conducted so that the parties are not present at the exchange location at the same time 

and so that there is at least a fifteen-minute delay between drop-offs and pick-ups. On 

days when Defendant’s visitation begins, the Plaintiff will drop the child off on Friday at 

5:30 p.m. and the Defendant will pick the child at 5:45 p.m. On days when Defendant’s 



visitation ends, Defendant will drop the child off or leave the exchange location by 5:30 

p.m. and the Plaintiff will pick the child up at 5:45 p.m. 

7. Both parties shall have equal access to copies of the children’s report cards, the 

school calendar, dates of PTO meetings, dates of parent teacher conferences, date of open house 

at the children’s school, names of the children’s teacher(s), the children’s class schedule, a 

schedule of all events and/or activities, including church, the children are involved in, the names, 

addresses and telephone numbers of health care providers, including but not limited to, physician, 

dentist, orthodontist, and/or eye doctor who are treating the children and advise the other party of 

any major medical, dental or optical problems the children might be experiencing.  Each party 

shall be entitled to view and obtain copies of the children’s medical, dental, and school records 

and discuss the children’s welfare, health and activities with any health care provider, teacher, 

counselor, etc., by presentation of a copy of this order to the appropriate record keeper, and if 

necessary, shall reasonably assist the other with same.  The parties shall cooperate with each other 

in sharing information related to the health, education and welfare of the children, and they shall 

sign any necessary documentation ensuring that both parties have access to said records. Each 

party shall make a good faith effort to give information to the other party about events and 

organized activities in the children’s lives in which the children are participating. All such sharing 

of information must occur using OurFamilyWizard® (hereinafter referred to as “OFW”). Each 

party shall be entitled to present a copy of this Order to any health care provider to obtain any 

records of the minor children. This Order shall be deemed a “Court Order” under HIPAA in 

order to allow each parent access to the minor children’s medical records. 

8. In the event of an emergency, the party having physical care and control of the 

minor child shall notify the other party as soon as practicable via OFW. Neither party shall block 



the other party from obtaining this information, nor shall either party speak untruths about the 

other party to providers. 

COMMUNICATION VIA OUR FAMILY WIZARD 

9. The Court finds that it is in the best interest of the child for the parties to 

communicate regarding their child exclusively via OFW The parties are ordered to each establish 

an OFW Parent Account. Each shall enroll in the program no later than five (5) calendar days after 

entry of this Order. The parties shall enroll by completing the sign-up process at 

OurFamilyWizard.com or by contacting OFW Customer Support.  

10. The parties shall ensure that they have an OFW package that enables them to utilize 

OFW in the manner outlined herein.  

11. Based upon income, the Plaintiff is determined to be indigent for purposes of OFW 

subscription costs. The Court orders that the monthly costs for the use of OFW be waived, 

contingent upon the parties submitting the necessary paperwork for the Fee Waiver and renewing 

annually. Defendant is entitled to apply for a Fee Waiver if he believes he qualifies. If at any time 

either party becomes financially ineligible for a Fee Waiver, he or she shall be responsible for the 

cost of the subscription. 

12. After registration, the parties shall immediately begin to utilize their OFW accounts 

via the website at OurFamilyWizard.com or via the OFW mobile applications for iOS or Android.  

13. Thereafter, the parties shall not e-mail, text, or telephone but shall post all 

communication with one another exclusively on OFW. All such communication shall be limited 

solely to coordinating logistics and sharing information necessary for coparenting the minor child 

and notifying the other parent in the event of an emergency. The parties shall only use messages 



in OFW when the information to be communicated cannot be conveyed in the Calendar, Expense 

Log, Journal, Info Bank, or other OFW features. 

14. The parties shall utilize the ToneMeter AI feature for support with writing clear, 

concise messages. The parties understand that they can apply a suggestion from ToneMeter AI to 

their message draft and will have an opportunity to make further edits to their draft prior to sending. 

Parents retain full responsibility for the content of all messages sent.  

15. The parties shall not disseminate any recordings or transcripts of Calls to anyone 

except to family law professionals directly involved in this case or as requested by this Court.  

16. The parties shall elect to receive notifications about new activity on OFW via Push 

Notifications.   

17. Whenever an entry requires a response, the receiving parent shall respond within 

48 hours unless the entry itself indicates that a longer time frame is acceptable. 

18. The parties shall take advantage of the tools in the Expense Log to record and 

formalize all potentially reimbursable expenses in order to mitigate the necessity of further 

litigation over such matters. An electronic file of the receipt must be attached to each expense 

entry.  

19. The parties shall utilize OFWpay™ in the Expense Log to initiate e-payments for 

reimbursements.  

20. The parties shall utilize the Check-ins tool in the OFW Journal to memorialize their 

presence at parenting time exchanges and visitations.  

21. The parties shall utilize the Info Bank tool in OFW to share copies of any important 

documents or information regarding the child, including insurance cards, social security number, 

birth certificate. 



22. Unless or until there is a signed Order of this Court ending the parties’ utilization

of OFW or the youngest of the parties’ children reaches the age of 18, neither party shall fail to 

renew his or her annual OFW subscription.  

COPARENTING RULES 

23. Neither party shall criticize or otherwise be disrespectful of each other in the

presence of the children and shall not permit others to do so. 

24. All communications regarding the children shall be between the parties and the

parties will not use the child as a messenger to convey information, ask questions, or set up 

schedule changes. 

25. Neither party shall smoke or vape, use or be under the influence of illegal drugs,

abuse prescription drugs, or drink alcohol to excess in the presence of the children. 

26. Neither party shall have overnight guests of a romantic nature, who they are not

married to, while the minor child is present, unless they have been in a committed relationship 

with said person for at least six (6) months. 

27. Neither party shall do or say anything that in any way poisons or adversely affects

the relationship between the other parent and the minor child, nor will they allow others to do the 

same. Each parent shall have an affirmative duty to attempt to promote a strong and loving 

relationship between the other parent and the minor child. 

28. Each party is strictly prohibited from engaging any conduct that in any way

threatens, harasses, intimidates, belittles, or frightens the other party or any party’s romantic 

partner.  Neither party is permitted within 200 feet of the other party’s residence or place of 

employment, except as otherwise provided in this Order. 

29. Neither party shall expose the minor child to acts of violence. Neither party shall

use corporal punishment in disciplining the minor child. 


