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The second time I had to bring an unaccompanied minor into court was during my
paralegal position at the Ramirez Law Firm in 2024. The first time was almost 20 years ago,
when I held my one-and-a-half-year-old sister’s hand. Both instances involved guardianship
proceedings, but the circumstances surrounding them could not have been more personal.

Almost 20 years ago, my sister and [ were separated from our parents when they were
deported. We were surrendered to our godparents who assumed guardianship until we were
reunited with my parents, a process that took ten years. The only emotion I felt during my
guardianship hearing was fear-fear of separation from my sister and losing my parents forever.
Reflecting on this traumatic event, I want the public to understand how judicial proceedings can
deeply affect children, especially when they do not understand the language or the reasons
behind their separation, highlighting the urgent need for accessible legal support.

Now, as a law student and former paralegal, I understand that experience in a way I could
not as a child. I also understand the profound impact that judicial proceedings can have on
children, particularly those who are already experiencing the trauma of separation from their
parents. A child should not have to enter a courtroom unable to understand the language, the
legal process, or why the people they depend on are no longer with them.

One of the most important issues of justice in immigration law today is the treatment of children

who become involved in the immigration and family court systems. Unaccompanied



minors and children separated from their undocumented parents are often forced into
circumstances they did not choose and cannot control. They may be left with relatives or
guardians in the United States, or face returning to a country where they may have no family,
support system, or familiarity with the language and culture. These children are often forced to
navigate complicated legal systems on their own while experiencing trauma. I want the public to
feel compassion for these children and recognize the urgent need for accessible legal support to
protect their rights and well-being.

I have handled some of these tough cases firsthand. During my legal internships and my
work as a paralegal, I have worked with hundreds of unaccompanied minors and U.S.-born
children whose families have been affected by the recent immigration crackdowns. During
guardianship proceedings, I repeatedly saw a lack of meaningful accommodations, particularly
language access and affordable legal services. In some rural Arkansas counties, I encountered
situations where judges were unwilling to include language in guardianship orders addressing
why a child would be safer remaining in Arkansas rather than returning to a country where the
child had no living relatives or meaningful support system. This language was imperative for
those children to no longer be in the immigration system and be at risk of being deported. The
lack of justice and treatment towards unaccompanied children made me question whether our
justice system was truly providing equal protection and consideration to every child, regardless
of immigration status.

The same problem exists for U.S.-citizen children whose undocumented parents face
removal proceedings. Undocumented families are forced to make impossible decisions: separate
from one another, or leave the United States together and return to a country their children may

barely know. What has become especially clear to me is that access to justice is not simply about



having laws in place. Justice also requires that people understand those laws, have meaningful
access to legal representation, and have an advocate who understands their circumstances. The
current lack of low-cost or pro bono immigration services is very limited in the State of
Arkansas.

The language barrier is another significant obstacle. In the Hispanic community, I have
seen how the lack of Spanish-speaking legal professionals can prevent families from fully
understanding their rights and options. Being bilingual has allowed me to help bridge the
language gap between families and the legal system. Still, translating and interpreting alone
cannot solve these issues. [ need to become an attorney who can advocate for families, as |
would have wished someone had advocated for mine twenty years ago, and help them directly
with language, the immigration process, and/or financial circumstances to ensure equitable
access to justice.

My background prepares me to practice immigration and family law in Arkansas, fulfill
my duty of justice, and serve underserved communities. I have felt and seen what happens to
families who fall through the cracks in the legal system. I have felt and seen what fear and
uncertainty look like in a small child walking into the courtroom. I will use my legal education to
help keep families together, advocate for unaccompanied children, and expand access to legal
services in my communities.

Pursuing a legal education is an important step toward fulfilling my purpose of serving
underserved communities in Arkansas. The Arkansas Access to Justice Scholarship would enable
me to focus fully on my studies and prepare to become the attorney I aspire to be, so I can give

back to Arkansas communities that need accessible legal services. This scholarship would not



simply help me pay for law school; it would be an investment in my ability to return that support

to the communities I hope to serve and pay it forward.



