Asia Sanders

To me, access to justice means equity. It means ensuring that every person, regardless of
race, gender, sexual orientation, social background, disability, religion, or any other situation, is
given an impartial opportunity to be heard and protected under the law. Common barriers to
access to justice are these systemic inequalities. [ believe that justice cannot fully exist if access
depends on where you come from or what you look like. My understanding of access to justice
is shaped by my own experiences and the path that I took to become a law student.

For as long as I can remember, I have hoped to become a lawyer, and from an early age, |
understood my family's situation and knew I would have to take responsibility for making that
dream possible. I grew up in the margins of poverty, but I have never allowed those
circumstances to shape who I could become or what goals I could achieve. I am the fourth of five
children and understood that my parents would not be in a position to ever financially support me
through college, but I did not see this as a reason to give up my goals. It just made me work
harder because I always knew that if [ were going to make it to college, I would have to depend
largely on myself.

I began working my first job at the age of fifteen and learned early how to balance my
school responsibilities with everyday working life. After high school, I became the first person in
my family to attend college. I was not only a full-time student, but also a full-time employee in a
leadership role, which sometimes required me to work overtime. This experience shaped my
understanding of what it means to have an opportunity, and also what it means to actually have
access to that opportunity.

Unfortunately, people do not enter the legal system with the same resources, experiences,
or support. Access to justice sits between what financial security and financial insecurity looks
like. A person with financial security has the ability to hire an attorney, take time away for court
hearings, or navigate a complicated legal process without worrying about how they will meet
their necessities. On the other hand, a person living with financial insecurity likely has to choose
between pursuing a legal solution and paying rent and buying groceries for their families. So
essentially, the two parties have the same legal rights, but their ability to exercise those rights is
different.

I understand this difference because I have experienced what it means to pursue an
opportunity while knowing that I could not depend on someone else to make it possible for me.
Being a first-generation college student and now a first-generation law student has required me
to navigate unfamiliar spaces, seek out opportunities for myself, and learn how to advocate for



my own future. My journey has taught me that sometimes the greatest barrier is not a lack of
ambition or ability.

Access to justice is one of the reasons I never stopped in my pursuit of a legal education.
I uprooted my entire life to chase the dream that I have carried with me for years and moved to
Arkansas to attend law school. In doing so, I left a full-time job where I had established myself
and worked hard to become someone my employer could depend on. I made that decision
knowing that pursuing my dream would require sacrifice. I also made it without outside financial
support from family or friends.

That decision has created a significant financial burden, but I believe deeply in the
purpose behind the sacrifice. I have spent much of my life working to create opportunities for
myself, and attending law school is the culmination of a dream I have carried since I was young.
Receiving this scholarship would help me get through the 2026-2027 school year and lift a
financial burden from my shoulders. It would allow me to continue investing my time and energy
into my legal education and volunteering while knowing that others also believed in my dream.

Becoming an attorney is about learning the law, but also it is about understanding how
the law affects real people. My experiences have shaped the kind of attorney that I intend to
become. [ want to be an attorney who understands that every client enters the legal system with a
different history and barriers. [ want to advocate for people who may feel that the law is
inaccessible to them or that their circumstances place them at a disadvantage, because justice is
for everyone.





